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Ship for World Youth Alumni Association-India (SWYAA-India) is all set to 
complete three years of its existence in March 2010. It has been a very fruitful 
journey which was made possible with mutual cooperation from friends and 
supporters of SWYAA-India. We strengthened relationships with organizations 
affiliated with Japan in India and found new acquaintances. While our Ex-PYs 
individually made a mark in their respective fields, achieving great heights and 
bringing laurels to the country, SWYAA-India was hailed as one of the most 
active Alumni Associations and got recognition in India and Japan. 

The social development activities undertaken as part of the post program 
initiatives made an impact and helped in changing the lives  of the 
underprivileged sections of the society. This uniqueness of our Alumni 
Association was shared in the cabinet office by IYEO and the Japan Embassy in 
India. 

Through the Indo-Japan Friendship group meetings we welcomed new friends 
from India and Japan and were a spring board for new initiatives.  Peace 
education and youth development program for encouraging volunteerism 
brought many young Japanese and Indians to contribute their time to the social 
issues of environment, HIV/AIDS, climate change, poverty alleviation and 
empowerment.   

Our Alumni Association most significantly allowed us to kept aloft the mast of 
promoting alliances, cross cultural exchange between India and Japan, 
encouraging people to people contact and nurturing the spirit of international 
cooperation.   

RAVI CHOPRA 
General Secretary 
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Ship for World Youth Alumni Association-India (SWYAA-India) is all set to complete three 

years of its existence in March 2010. It has been a very fruitful journey which was made 

possible with mutual cooperation from friends and supporters of SWYAA-India. We 

strengthened relationships with organizations affiliated with Japan in India and found new 

acquaintances. While our Ex-PYs individually made a mark in their respective fields, 

achieving great heights and bringing laurels to the country, SWYAA-India was hailed as one 

of the most active Alumni Associations and got recognition in India and Japan. 

The social development activities undertaken as part of the post program initiatives made an 

impact and helped in changing the lives of the underprivileged sections of the society. This 

uniqueness of our Alumni Association was shared in the cabinet office by IYEO and the 

Japan Embassy in India. 

Through the Indo-Japan Friendship group meetings we welcomed new friends from India and 

Japan and were a spring board for new initiatives.  Peace education and youth development 

program for encouraging volunteerism brought many young Japanese and Indians to 

contribute their time to the social issues of environment, HIV/AIDS, climate change, poverty 

alleviation and empowerment.   

Our Alumni Association most significantly allowed us to kept aloft the mast of promoting 

alliances, cross cultural exchange between India and Japan, encouraging people to people 

contact and nurturing the spirit of international cooperation.   

SWYAA-India formed the Indo-Japan Friendship Group (IJFG) with an aim to 

promote people to people contact, alliance, social and cultural interactions and cross cultural 

exchange between India and Japan with representatives from diverse fields such as social 

development, art, cultural, industries, commerce, religion, academics and students. Indians 

and Japanese people shared views and learned about each others cultures which enhanced 

understanding and facilitated dialogue between our two great countries. In each of the 

meetings, guest speakers were invited for giving interactive presentation.  

 

In the eighth meeting the Chief Guest was H.E. Mr. Hideaki Domichi, Ambassador of Japan 

in India and Madam Noriko Domichi which eminent Art Historian and scholar Prof. Lokesh 

Chandra gave a illuminated lecture on óCultural interflow between India and Japanô. The 

proceedings of the meeting were brought out as a bilingual document in English and Japanese.     

In the tenth meeting of the Indo-Japan Friendship Group Mr. Koji Yamada, Senior 

Representative of JICA office in Delhi gave a presentation on the óElderly care in Japanô 

along with the Mr. Mathew Cherian, Chief Executive of the organization óHelp Age Indiaô 

gave the perspective of initiatives for elderly care in India.  

Indo - Japan Friendship Group 

Chief guest H.E. Mr. Hideaki 
Domichi, Ambassador of Japan 
in India  (third from left)  
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In the eleventh meeting of the Indo-Japan Friendship Group the main speakers were Dr. 

Unita Sachidanand who spoke on óPeople to people contact of India and Japan through 

Literatureô and a presentation was made by Dr. Dharitri Chakravarty on óKey to 

understanding Japanese Culture and Society. 

In the twelfth Indo-Japan Friendship meeting special invitation was for eleven Japanese 

students studying Hindi from the Department of South and West Asian Studies, Tokyo 

University of Foreign Studies (TUFS) who attended the event along with their Professor Dr. 

Suresh Rituparna and two Ex-PYs from Canada and Peru.  The students introduced 

themselves in Hindi, shared their Indian experience of visiting cities in Rajasthan, about 

Indian culture and people and expressed their deep admiration for the people of India.  

 

They sang two Japanese songs which was translated by their Professor and joined us in 

singing the Hindi version of óWe shall overcome somedayô. Speaking on this occasion 

Former Ambassador of India in Japan Shri Arjun Asrani said the SWYAA-India is one of the 

most active organizations promoting people to people contact and Indo-Japan relations. Other 

prominent persons were Mr. Kensaku Konishi, President Canon India Private Limited, Mr. 

Koji Yamada, Senior Representative of JICA office in Delhi, Mr. Masahiro Nagira, third 

Secretary Embassy of Japan (Japan Information Center), Dr. Vineeta Shankar, Executive 

Director, Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation also spoke on this occasion 

 

Japanese students from Tokyo 
University of Foreign Studies 
(TUFS) participating in the Indo -
Japan Friendship Group meeting 


