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RAVI CHOPRA, EX-PY INDIA (SWY6)
Many a lives were touched and changed for better after I returned from SWY6 in 1994. The sweet reminiscences of the days spent in Nipponmaru have remained etched in my memory forever.

I started my career as a socially conscious photo-journalist working for development agencies and national newspapers after completing my post graduation. I was awarded the National honor by the President of India for my photographic work on education in 1993. Since I loved doodling, I had even begun making cartoon sketches on various social issues. These were published in many national dailies and magazines. 

I founded DISHA, a national NPO (non-profit organization) with like-minded people for socio-economic development of the underprivileged communities by working all over India. Because of the rapid economic development in the country, during early 1990’s, there were many opportunities that were created for professionals like me in the social sector.
I led DISHA by taking up programmes for promoting peace, harmony, cultural exchange, youth development, empowerment of poor communities and environmental conservation since the past 14 years. I have been working intensively as a committed social worker striving for providing social justice, self-reliance and dignity to people. My work on environment and youth development has been highly acclaimed as it brought significant changes in the lives of people.
I have been extensively providing consultancy to donors and NGOs in developing communication strategies on health, education and volunteerism and have pioneered use of media for social sector. I have authored several articles on social issues.  I conduct youth camps, seminars and give talks on peace education in various universities and colleges for building unity and solidarity. 

Along with EX-PYs I founded the Ship for World Youth Alumni Association- India (SWYAA-India) in 2007 as a NPO. I was nominated as the general secretary.  It is an active alumni association promoting the cause of SWY. I have formed an Indo-Japanese Friendship Group for promoting cross cultural exchange. Looking back at my achievements, the exposure gained during SWY ‘94 has gone a long way in working towards betterment of humanity.  
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